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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Black/Harmony/Farewell Creeks have played a role in the lives of the local human 
population since the time when only First Nations people inhabited this land.  Initial 
European settlers and their descendants also made use of the creek, and the legacy of 
their interaction with the watercourse is still apparent in the landscape today.    A few 
interesting historical references include:  
 

 In 1794, Benjamin Wilson was the first settler to arrive in Oshawa.  It has been 
noted that Wilson settled in Gilford Hill. 

 Moody Farewell, was one of the earliest settlers in this watershed, after whom 
Farewell Creek was named 

 Harmony was a historical district located just east of the old village boundaries 
of Oshawa, the Farewell family settled here 

 In 1793, Governor Simcoe planned a military road to run from Kingston to 
Toronto (Kaiser, 1921).  With the establishment of Kingston Road in 1796, 
settlement had begun to migrate from the lakefront to areas along this 
highway. 

 
History is an important backdrop for a watershed management plan.  Understanding 
the historical interactions between the creek and its surrounding community assists in 
understanding the relationship between the land, water and human populations in the 
watershed.  In other words, current issues within the Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek 
watershed are better understood in the context of the history of the local area.  This 
chapter explores some of the historical interactions between the watershed‟s human 
population and the creek that runs through their area. 
 

Oshawa Second Marsh                                    
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2.0  STUDY AREA AND SCOPE 
 
Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek and its tributaries drain an area of approximately 108 
km2 (Figure1).  The watershed is located entirely within the Regional Municipality of 
Durham and traverses two local municipalities (City of Oshawa and Municipality of 
Clarington).  The watershed‟s headwaters originate in the south slope till plain of the 
Oak Ridges Moraine and the water drains south to its outlet into Lake Ontario through 
the creek diversion adjacent to Oshawa Second Marsh.  The watershed is divided into 
3 primary subwatersheds: Black Creek, Harmony Creek, and Farewell Creek.  Harmony 
Creek subwatershed is further divided into 5 subwatersheds: Ritson, Wilson, 
Grandview, Taunton, and Mitchell 
 
Both urban and rural land uses persist within this watershed with the urban area 
occupying most of the south and western portions of the watershed.  The north-west 
portion of Courtice is also located within the watershed.  In addition, there are a 
number of hamlets situated within the Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek watershed: 
Solina, Mitchell Corners, and a portion of Hampton.  These hamlets are all located 
within the Municipality of Clarington.   
   
Some information is available from library and web resources regarding the historic 
development of the Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek subwatershed (see Section 6.0 
 REFERENCES).  Much of this information was provided on a municipal or 
township scale; however some of the site specific information is relevant to the 
historical settlement of certain subwatersheds.  The historic settlement and 
development of the City of Oshawa and the Municipality of Clarington offers a 
framework and valuable insight into present settlement patterns of these 
municipalities and the Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek watershed.  Admittedly the 
historic development of the City of Oshawa occurred predominantly within the Oshawa 
Creek watershed, yet its influence on Harmony Creek subwatershed cannot be 
overlooked.   
   
Native history is presented on a broader scale, partly due to the limited knowledge 
that exists regarding native settlement within the watershed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„the historic 
settlement and 
development of the 
City of Oshawa and 
the Municipality of 
Clarington offers a 
framework and 
valuable insight 
into present 
settlement patterns 
of these 
municipalities and 
the Black/Harmony/ 
Farewell Creek 
watershed‟ 
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Figure 1: Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek subwatershed. 
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„In the early 
seventeenth 
century the 
Algonkians and the 
Iroquoians lived in 
present day 
southern Ontario‟ 

 
 
 

3.0  METHODOLOGY 
 
Information was collected predominantly by means of a literature review, with much of 
the information coming from a variety of authors, as well as the City of Oshawa and 
the Municipality of Clarington, and various site specific archaeological studies that have 
been completed for development proposals.  
 
 
 

4.0  FINDINGS 
 

4.1 Settlement of Black/ Harmony/ Farewell Creek  
Watershed  

Native History 

In the early seventeenth century the Algonkians and the Iroquoians lived in present 
day southern Ontario.  The Iroquoians included the Hurons and the Five Nations or 
Iroquois Confederacy and lived south of the Algonkians.  The Iroquoians were hunters 
and gatherers, but they also relied on horticulture for their survival (Smith, 1991). 
 
By the eighteenth century, the Algonkians (the Ojibwa) had expelled the Iroquoians 
from southern Ontario and took control of the territory.  Europeans called all the 
Ojibwa peoples “Mississauga” despite the fact that very few of them were actually 
from that band (Smith, 1991).  A brief description of the general lifestyle which may 
have been experienced by those who utilized Black/Harmony/Farewell Creeks is 
provided by Smith (1991): 
 

“During the winter the Mississauga traveled to their hunting grounds (which 
reached from the lake to the heads of the watersheds of the rivers draining 
in to the north shore of Lake Ontario).  In the early spring they gathered at 
their maple sugar bushes to collect the sap needed to make maple sugar.  
During the summer they speared salmon at their river encampments by the 
river mouths.  In the late summer the women harvested the corn that they 
had planted on the river flats in the spring.  When fall arrived the small 
villages broke up into family hunting groups who again returned by foot or 
by canoe to their inland ranges.”  

 
Printed sources of Native history specific to the Black/Harmony/Farewell Creek area 
are limited, yet there is some indication that Native peoples occupied this watershed.  
In 1993, an archaeological excavation was conducted to uncover the remains of an 
early Late Iroquoian village, called the Grandview site.  The Grandview site was 
located southwest from the Taunton community on Lot 3, Concession 3 in Oshawa.  It 
is suggested that this village site may have been reached through the „Scugog 
Carrying Place‟, a north-south trail reaching from the Oshawa Second Marsh to the 
southern tip of Lake Scugog.   
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„…the intersection 
of Oshawa‟s two 
oldest roads, 
Kingston Road and 
Simcoe Street, was 
named the „Four 
Corners‟ and later 
called „Skae‟s 
Corners‟...‟    

Based on the excavation findings, the Iroquoian were noted to have reached the 
Harmony Creek subwatershed by the late 14th century when the village was 
predominantly occupied during 1400-1450 A.D (Williamson et al., 2003).  It is 
presumed that the village was established in response to the eastward Iroquoian 
expansion from the neighbouring Duffins Creek or Rouge River Regions.  The village 
was abandoned in the mid-15th century and most likely relocated to the MacLeod site 
within the Lynde Creek watershed in Whitby. 
 
The natural resources found enroute to the Harmony tributaries, Second Marsh, and 
Lake Scugog provided an abundance of food and crop irrigation to the Grandview 
village.  Additional faunal findings from the Grandview site reveal that the fisheries 
were heavily relied upon for brown bullhead, white sucker, lepomid sunfish, yellow 
perch and fall harvesting of Atlantic salmon, as well as lake whitefish and lake trout 
along the Lake Ontario shoreline. 
 

4.2 Settlement in the Harmony Creek 
Subwatershed 

4.2.1 Ritson Subwatershed 

Oshawa  
The Ritson subwatershed (Figure2) is located entirely within the City of Oshawa. A 
majority of this subwatershed was also part of the original village boundaries: 
Rossland Road (north), Bloor Street (south), Wilson Road (east), and Park Road (west, 
within Oshawa Creek watershed).   
 
Located west of the Ritson subwatershed boundaries, the intersection of Oshawa‟s two 
oldest roads, Kingston Road and Simcoe Street, was named the „Four Corners‟ and 
later called „Skae‟s Corners‟ after Edward Skae who relocated his general store there 
and in 1842 established the official post office.  At this time, the community was 
named Oshawa which translates into „crossing between the waters‟.  In 1850, Oshawa 
was incorporated into a village with a population of approximately 2000 residents (City 
of Oshawa, unknown). 
 
In 1856, Oshawa‟s large-scale production became economically viable with the 
opening of the Grand Trunk Railway (now CN Railway) (CLOCA, 2002). The railway 
and the establishment of an iron foundry attracted the relocation of the McLaughlin 
Carriage Company (now GM Motors of Canada) from Enniskillen to Oshawa in 1876.  
In 1879, Oshawa was granted Town status by the Ontario Legislature.  At this time, 
the population was around 3800 (Hood, 1967).  In 1904, Oshawa established its first 
pumping station and municipal water supply to be drawn from Lake Ontario.  It was 
during this 50-year period that the foundations of modern settlement patterns were 
laid (CLOCA, 2002).  In 1921, Oshawa‟s population reached 12,246 inhabitants 
(Kaiser, 1921).  Later in 1922, the Town of Oshawa annexed a portion of the 
Township of East Whitby. In 1924, Oshawa was officially incorporated into a city with 
a population of 16,659. (City of Oshawa, unknown). 
 
Today, manufacturing remains the largest contributor to the industrial sector in 
Oshawa. With the Canadian headquarters of General Motors situated within Oshawa, 
the automotive sector is the primary driver of this industrial sector. The population of 
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„…the intersection 
of Oshawa‟s two 
oldest roads, 
Kingston Road and 
Simcoe Street, was 
named the „Four 
Corners‟ and later 
called „Skae‟s 
Corners‟...‟    

Oshawa was reported to be 141,590 in 2006, a 1.8% increase from 2001 (Statistics 
Canada, 2006).  The population is projected to increase to 197,000 in 2031 (Urban 
Strategies Inc. et al, 2008). 
 
Harmony  Village 
This historic community, now part of Oshawa, was centred around the intersection of 
King Street and Harmony Road, just east of Harmony Creek.  In 1804, “Harmony 
Creek was described as being big, full of fish, with various mills erected” (Harmony 
Village, Oshawa Historical Society, 2010).  Located just outside of Oshawa‟s original 
village boundaries, the majority of settlers who came to Harmony Village were either 
United Empire Loyalists, or arrived from the British Empire.  The very first settlers 
were active fur traders, including Charles Annis.  The following settlers were mostly 
farmers, but they had a tremendous task of clearing enough land to support 
themselves before they could farm.  As such, many took on additional occupations.   
 
The Farewell‟s were one  of the founding families, arriving around 1801 and continuing 
to own land in this area for a number of generations.  For many years the area known 
as Harmony Village or Harmony Corners, was called Farewell Corners.  The Farewells 
had numerous land holdings in this area and the original home of the Farewell Family 
was located on the north-west corner of what is now Harmony and King Streets.  This 
home has since been removed and the land redeveloped.   In 1812, A.M. Farewell Sr. 
opened an inn and tavern on Harmony Road. At this inn, British Soldiers and some 
captured American Soldiers held here during the War of 1812 were fed.  In 1837, the 
tavern was closed as A.M. Farewell Sr. was a staunch supporter of the temperance 
movement (Harmony Village, Oshawa Historical Society, 2010).  
 
In existence prior to 1850, this village  included 20 building lots plotted along the four 
major streets (ASI, Gartner Lee & Totten Sims Hubicki, 2006).  The 1851 Census 
identifies 5 farmers in Harmony Village.    
 
Today this area is well developed and forms part of the residential area of eastern 
Oshawa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„…the Harmony 
Village was the 
original home of 
the Farewell 
Family…‟ 
  

Ritson subwatershed                                        
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Figure 2: Ritson subwatershed. 
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4.2.2 Wilson Subwatershed 

 
This subwatershed is located entirely within the City of Oshawa (Figure 3). The area 

was originally part of East Whitby Township, and the Oshawa village boundaries lay 
just outside the subwatershed‟s southern boundary.  Beginning in 1922, portions of 
the Township were annexed to Oshawa until 1974 when the remaining lands were 
amalgamated to be included as part of the current boundaries of the City of Oshawa.   
 
Today this subwatershed consists of commercial and residential development within 
eastern Oshawa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilson subwatershed                                                 

„Today this 
subwatershed 
(Wilson 
subwatershed) 
consists of 
commercial and 
residential 
development within 
eastern Oshawa‟ 
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        Figure 3: Wilson subwatershed 
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4.2.3 Grandview Subwatershed 

 
This subwatershed is located within the City of Oshawa and the Municipality of 
Clarington (Figure 4). 

 
Foley 
This small historic community, now part of Oshawa, was clustered along Harmony 
Road, near Conlin Road, to the north being located on Lots 4 and 5 in Concession 4, 
within Oshawa.  The population in 1873 was approximately 150 residents (Crosby, 
1873).  This area had established a post office in 1863 and a local farm association 
known as the „Foley Farm Club‟ in 1874 (Crosby, 1873).  Today this area lies within 
Oshawa‟s northern urban boundary limits,  however still clearly shows the interface of 
developed residential and commercial lands before transitioning to undeveloped 
agricultural lands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„…this area …clearly 
shows the interface 
of developed 
residential and 
commercial lands 
before transitioning 
to undeveloped 
agricultural lands‟ 

Grandview subwatershed            
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Figure 4: Grandview subwatershed 
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4.2.4 Taunton Subwatershed 

This subwatershed is located within the City of Oshawa and the Municipality of 
Clarington (Figure 5). 
 
Taunton Community 
This community was established on either side of Taunton Road, east of Townline 
Road. The original settlers of Taunton were the McDougall family.  Originally called 
„Butterfield‟s Corner‟, English settlers who later populated the village, hence named it 
Taunton, around 1870 (Leetooze, 1994).  The communities of Taunton and Mitchell 
were tied together and connected through shared church and school resources 
(Leetooze, 1994).  
 
Today, the area is dominated by a residential subdivision located at the edge of 
agricultural lands within Oshawa‟s eastern urban boundary limits. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„Originally called 
„Butterfield‟s 
Corner‟, English 
settlers who later 
populated the 
village hence 
named it 
Taunton…‟  

Taunton subwatershed                                  
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Figure 5: Taunton subwatershed 
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4.2.5 Mitchell Subwatershed 

This subwatershed is located within the City of Oshawa and the Municipality of 
Clarington (Figure 6). 
 
Harmony Village 
Portions of the settlement of Harmony Village lie within the southern portion of the 
Mitchell Subwatershed.  A description of the establishment of Harmony Village is 
contained within the Ritson Subwatershed (4.2.1) of this chapter.  On the banks of this 
tributary was a distillery and cooperage.  The Farewell family also owned land within 
this subwatershed, in particular, owning the land at the confluence of the Ritson and 
Mitchell branches of the Harmony Creek (Harmony Village, Oshawa Historical Society, 
2010).   

 
Mitchell Corners 
Mitchell Corners was named after the Mitchell family, who were the first to settle 
there.  The first records of this family date back to 1834 (Leetooze, 1994).  The school 
within this small hamlet served both the local residents and the community of Taunton 
from 1860 to 1958 (Leetooze, 1994).  It was not until the 1950‟s that subdivision 
development appeared in the style of ranch bungalow homes (Leetooze, 1994). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitchell subwatershed                                  

„Mitchell Corners 
was named after 
the Mitchell family 
who were the first 
to settle there.‟ 
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Figure 6: Mitchell subwatershed 
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„The first settler to 
arrive in the Region 
was Benjamin 
Wilson in 1794‟ 
 
 

 

4.3 Settlement in Farewell Creek Subwatershed 
 
The Farewell Creek subwatershed (Figure 7) is situated within both the City of Oshawa 
and the Municipality of Clarington, however the majority of the area is located in the 
latter.  
 
Oshawa 
The first settler to arrive in the Region was Benjamin Wilson in 1794.  Wilson was 
granted land on Lot 4 on Broken Front, East Whitby (now Oshawa) at the southern 
boundary of Farewell Creek subwatershed.  He was said to have settled in the 
abandoned 18th century French trading post situated near Gifford Hill located just west 
of Oshawa Second Marsh.  A.M. Farewell Sr. built the first grist mill and distillery in 
1813 along Little Creek, now known as Farewell Creek.  This mill was destroyed by 
Fire in 1865 and was never rebuilt (Harmony Village, Oshawa Historical Society, 2010).  
William Farewell, eldest son of A.M. Farewell Sr. was involved in the fur trade business 
with his brother Ackeus Moody and William built his home on the east bank of Farewell 
Creek, just north of Second Marsh (Harmony Village, Oshawa Historical Society, 2010). 
 
Mention is made of Toad‟s Hollow as a community experiencing the same type of 
growth and development as Harmony Village, with the establishment of homesteads 
and the building of mills (Harmony Village, Oshawa Historical Society, 2010).   
 
Clarington 
Darlington Township, now a part of the Municipality of Clarington, was first surveyed 
in 1793. The township was divided into 200 acre lots equalling ‟20 chains wide by 100 
chains long‟ (Fraser, 1975).  A portion of these lands, approximately 14% of the area, 
was set aside for the Protestant Clergy.  The first loyalist settlers to arrive were; Roger 
Conant, John Burk, and John W. Trull in 1793.  For these early pioneers, the nearest 
mill was located at Myer‟s Mills at the foot of Lake Ontario, approximately 60 miles 
away.  A round trip to the mill took about 2 weeks to travel by canoe (Coleman, 
1875). 
  
In 1796, Kingston Road, representing the first major highway across the township, 
was constructed.  In 1829, a post office clerk who was later to become Honourable 
Senator Simpson, completed a census of Darlington Township whose population at the 
time was 118 residents.  The settlement patterns at this time did not reach northwards 
beyond the main road. 
 
The development of the Township was considered slow in light of the fertile conditions 
of the lands.  Darlington Township did not see much settlement in the northern lands 
until the 1830‟s.  Settlers arriving at this time were forced to travel northwards as 
many of the lakeshore lands were already occupied and the low lying lands around 
Kingston Road were unsuitable for building.  In addition, the abundance of the 
northern hardwood forests for timber clearing were an attractive source of income as 
the market for firewood rose.  In 1851, Darlington was considered to be the best 
settled township in Durham County (ASI et al, 2006). 
 
In 1974, the Township of Newcastle was formed through the amalgamation of 
Darlington and Clarke Townships with the Towns of Newcastle and Bowmanville.  In 
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1994, the Township of Newcastle was renamed the Municipality of Clarington to 
alleviate confusion with one of it‟s villages of the same name.  Today the population of 
Clarington is 77,820 (representing an 11.4% increase since 2001).   The Municipality is 
further forecasted to grow to 97, 050 by 2016 (Regional Municipality of Durham, 
2009) and projected to increase to 140,000 by 2031 (Urban Strategies Inc. et al, 
2008). 
 
Solina 
This hamlet was established around the intersection of Solina Road and Concession 6.  
Prior to it‟s official name in 1869, Solina was called „Pilchardtown‟ after a sardine-like 
fish which was an English favourite staple and „Tooles‟ Corners after the first family to 
settle there (Adams, 1980).  The Tooles first arrived from Ireland in 1826 and settled 
in the southwest corner of Lot 24, Concession 6 of Darlington Township (Fraser, 
1975).  However, it was not until the 1840‟s and 1850‟s that an influx of immigrants 
from Cornwall, England settled in the area (Leetooze, 1994).  One of the settlers, 
Daniel White, was a stone mason and 5 stone homes thought to have been built by 
the White family, are presented in a book by the Clarington Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisory Committee (L.A.C.A.C.) called „Heritage Buildings of Darlington 
Township‟ (Leetooze, 1994).  The hamlet was named Solina in 1869 with the opening 
of the post office which operated until 1916 (ASI et al., 2006) 
 
Today, Solina remains a rural residential settlement surrounded by agricultural lands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Farewell Creek subwatershed                                                          

„the hamlet was 
named Solina in 
1869 with the 
opening of the post 
office…‟ 
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Figure 7: Farewell Creek subwatershed 
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„(Courtice) would 
be named after 
Thomas Courtice 
and his family who 
arrived from 
England in 1831‟ 
 
 

 

4.4 Settlement in the Black Creek Subwatershed 
 
The Black Creek subwatershed (Figure 8) is situated entirely within the Municipality of 
Clarington. 

 
Hampton 
The hamlet of Hampton is found along Taunton Road in Lots 18 and 19, Concession 5 
in Clarington.  The southern boundaries of this hamlet are located within the Black 
Creek subwatershed, and the remainder lies within the adjacent Bowmanville Creek 
subwatershed. Henry Elliot is considered to be the founder of this hamlet.  Although 
he was not the first settler to arrive, he purchased the 65 acres of land where the 
settlement would establish in 1840 (Leetooze, 1994).  This same parcel of land was 
sold complete with a frame grist mill later restored to what was called „Elliot‟s Mill‟ and 
built just outside of the subwatershed boundary in Bowmanville Creek.  Some of the 
original names of the town were „Shanty Town‟, „Millville‟, and „Elliot‟s Mills‟ (Adams, 
1980) .  It was officially called Hampton in 1851. 
 
Today, this area is mainly a rural residential settlement surrounded by agricultural 
lands.   
 
Courtice 
Unlike the rest of the settlements of Darlington Township, Courtice centered itself 
around the establishment of the church rather than mills (Fraser, 1975).  The first 
settlers were from the Trull family.  However, the town would be named after Thomas 
Courtice and his family who arrived from England in 1831 (Fraser, 1975).  The 
locality‟s first name „Short‟s Corners‟ was after a local blacksmith whose shop was 
located at the southwest corner of Courtice and Highway 2 (now the present location 
of Roy Nichols motors) (Adams, 1980). 
 
Today the town of Courtice has grown substantially and expanded from it‟s original 
boundaries to the western limits of Clarington and southwards to Lake Ontario.  In 
2006, the population was 20,520 and expected to grow to 28,300 by 2016 
(Municipality of Clarington, 2005).  
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Figure 8: Black Creek subwatershed. 

Black Creek subwatershed                    
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5.0  CONCLUSION 
 
The Black/Harmony/Farewell Creeks and the Oshawa Second Marsh played a dominant 
role in the settlement of the watershed.  At first it provided a wealth of resources in 
the abundance of fish and mammals that it supported, these resources being 
important to both the Natives and the European settlers as a food source.  Although 
much of the literature reviewed mentions the more well known mills located outside 
the watershed, one may presume that the Black/Harmony/Farewell Creeks also 
provided some energy to power small agricultural and timber mills, playing a role in 
the economic development and settlement of the area.  More importantly was the 
provision of inland infrastructure which was a key factor to the expansion of 
settlement in this area.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„the 
Black/Harmony/ 
Farewell Creeks 
and the Oshawa 
Second Marsh 
played a dominant 
role in the 
settlement of the 
watershed‟ 

WHAT WE DO ON THE LAND IS MIRRORED IN THE WATER 

Farewell Creek subwatershed                                     

„‟The 
Black/Harmony/ 
Farewell Creeks 
and the Oshawa 
Second Marsh 
played a dominant 
role in the 
settlement of the 
watershed‟   
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